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Objectives

• Welcome
• Transfusion Section Website
• Response to Questions – Why can’t I send a gel serum 

separator tube for blood bank testing?
• Education – Transfusion-Associated Circulatory Overload 

(TACO)
• Blood Drives/ System Inventory Status



Website 

https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/

https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/
https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/
https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/


Ask OBI Anything – Response to Questions
Why can’t I send a gel serum separator tube for blood bank 
testing?
• Gel barrier can interfere with antibody detection

• Gel can absorb, bind, or dilute certain antibodies
• Can cause antibody to be below detectable levels and result in a false negative 

antibody screen
• Not suitable specimen for automated testing 

• Most of the time, this will not be cause for a rejection since we can perform 
the antibody screen on the accompanying EDTA tube, but if an additional 
testing, such as an antibody identification, is necessary, we may not have 
enough sample to complete the necessary testing



Education – Transfusion-Associated Circulatory Overload (TACO)

• Caused by volume overload
• Cardiogenic pulmonary edema
• Patients at risk:

• Infants and the elderly
• History of cardiac or renal disease (CHF, ESRD)

• Higher risk with larger volumes transfused and faster rate of transfusion

• Potential signs/symptoms:
• Cardiovascular: hypertension, S3 gallop, jugular venous distention, increased central 

venous pressure, EKG changes
• Respiratory: dyspnea, orthopnea, pulmonary edema
• Labs: increased serum troponin and brain natriuretic peptide (BNP)

AABB. (2023). AABB Technical Manual, 21st Edition.

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1


• Management:
• Stop transfusion
• Reposition the patient
• Respiratory support
• Diuresis

• Prevention:
• Monitor the patient’s fluid status
• Slow down the rate of transfusion

AABB. (2023). AABB Technical Manual, 21st Edition.

Education – Transfusion-Associated Circulatory Overload (TACO)

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b8fd559112996dfbd184bc63e29de1514e52389153df4fa826d51a4627d5eaf8JmltdHM9MTc2OTEyNjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=0749d93b-9d50-62df-2f44-cf599c256369&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWFiYi5vcmcvYWFiYi1zdG9yZS9wcm9kdWN0L3RlY2huaWNhbC1tYW51YWwtMjFzdC1lZGl0aW9uLS0tcHJpbnQtMTY5MTkwMTA&ntb=1


Blood Drive/Blood Need
• Past Drives

• Mercy Rehab Oklahoma City – 5 donors with 1 first time donor!
• Bethany Children’s Health Center – 10 donors with 1 first time donor!

• Upcoming Drives
• Rural Wellness Anadarko – September 28th

• Harper County Community Hospital – September 29th

• Rural Wellness Fairfax – September 30th 
 



Thank you
The End 
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