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Objectives

• Welcome

• Updates to the Transfusion Section Website

• Response to Questions – How do I know if I need a second 
sample with a different draw time?

• Education – Allergic Transfusion Reaction

• Blood Drives/System Inventory Status



Website 

• httpsourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/

https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/
https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/


Ask OBI Anything – Response to 
Questions

• Check the patient records for previous results from OBI
• ABO/Rh

• Type & Screen

• Crossmatched RBCs

• Call OBI Reference Lab
• A lab associate or tech will be able to check if we have a history on the patient

• This history may be from your facility or another facility that we complete testing for

• When in doubt, send a second sample drawn at a different time!

How do I know if I need to send a second sample with a 

different time?



Education – Allergic Transfusion Reaction 

• Caused by an allergic reaction to an allergen (usually plasma proteins) 
in the transfused product

• Plasma> platelets> RBCs

• Anaphylactic transfusion reactions can occur in IgA-deficient recipients with anti-
IgA antibodies

• Range of severity, with mild limited to skin and more respiratory 
involvement with increasing severity

• Skin: itching, rash/erythema, hives, angioedema

• Respiratory: shortness of breath, respiratory distress, wheezing, laryngeal edema

• Circulatory: hypotension, shock



Education – Allergic Transfusion Reaction
• Management:

• Stop transfusion
• If mild reaction limited to skin, give antihistamine (Benadryl) and monitor

• If symptoms resolve, transfusion of the product can be resumed slowly and with monitoring of 
the patient

• If moderate to severe, discontinue transfusion and initiate transfusion workup
• If anaphylactic, stop transfusion, treat hypotension, give epinephrine, initiate 

transfusion workup

• Prevention:
• Premedication with antihistamines 30 minutes prior to transfusion
• Premedication with steroids 60 minutes prior to transfusion
• Washed products if: 

• IgA deficient patient with anti-IgA
• Recipient has a history of recurrent severe allergic/ anaphylactic transfusion reactions



Blood Drive/Blood Need

• Past Blood Drives
• Mercy Rehab Oklahoma City – 14 products collected & 4 first time donors!

• Swisher County Community & Hospital – 18 products collected!

• Upcoming Drives
• PAM Specialty Hospital OKC – January 22nd

• Summit Medical Center – January 23rd

GROUP O DONORS NEEDED! 



Thank you
The End 
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