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Objectives

• Welcome
• Updates to the Transfusion Section Website
• Response to Questions
• Education – Group A Plasma for Emergency Transfusion
• Blood Drives/System Inventory Status



Website 

• httpsourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/

https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/
https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/


Ask OBI Anything – Response to 
Questions
Why does a patient specimen need to be drawn prior to 
an emergency transfusion?
• Testing still needs to be performed post-transfusion

• ABO/RH
• Antibody screening
• Compatibility testing

• If any incompatibility is found, the patient may need to be 
monitored for delayed transfusion reactions

• There may be a need for post-transfusion RhIg adminstration
• If specimen is drawn post transfusion, the patient's blood is mixed 

with donor blood = inconclusive results

*Please reference OBI-CL-SOP-1436 for additional information on emergency 
release of uncrossmatched units



Education- Group A Plasma for Emergency 
Transfusion
• For plasma transfusion, the focus is on the 

antithetical antibody – “reverse type” of ABO
• In trauma, many emergency departments give 

group A plasma – for which blood groups might 
there be a compatibility issue?

• Anti-B antibodies in group A plasma would target B 
antigen on the RBCs of group B and AB individuals

• Despite this, why is group A plasma used?



• Frequency of blood types (based on primarily Caucasian donor pool)
• O: 45%
• A: 40%
• B: 11%
• AB: 4%
• Increases usable plasma source from 4% to 44%
• 85% chance of compatibility if transfused to a patient with unknown blood type

• Titer of anti-B in group A plasma is usually low
• 80% of group B and AB individuals have free-floating B antigen in their plasma
• Transfusion of type O RBCs dilutes out potential targets for anti-B antibody
• Studies have shown that group B and AB adult trauma patients transfused with group A 

plasma do not have worse outcomes compared to group A or O recipients, and no acute 
transfusion reactions were reported

Education- Group A Plasma for Emergency 
Transfusion



Blood Drive/Blood Need
• Past Drives

• Oklahoma City Rehab – 5 products collected from 4 donors!
• Prague Regional Memorial Hospital – 18 products collected from 13 donors!
• Electra Memorial Hospital – 39 products collected from 30 donors!
• Rural Wellness Stroud – 11 products collected from 10 donors!
• Rural Wellness Anadarko – 14 products collected from 11 donors!
• Bethany Children’s Health Center – 17 products collected from 16 donors!

TOTAL: 84 donors = 104 products!



Blood Drive/Blood Need
• Upcoming Drives

• OCOM – Decemeber 11th

• Haskell Regional Hospital – Decemeber 15th 
• Clinton Indian Health Center – Decemeber 16th

• Carnegie Hospital & Community – December 17th

• Mangum Regional Hospital & Community – Decemeber 18th

• Pushmataha Hospital – Decemeber 19th

O NEGATIVE DONORS NEEDED! 



Thank you
The End 
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