
Ninth
Ask OBI Anything (AOA)

Jozsef Bordas, MD & Emily Flippo, MLS (ASCP) 

January 7, 2026



Objectives

• Welcome

• Updates to the Transfusion Section Website

• Response to Questions – Why does OBI require witness initials 
on patient samples?

• Education – Acute Hemolytic Transfusion Reaction

• Blood Drives/System Inventory Status



Website 

• httpsourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/

https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/
https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/


Ask OBI Anything – Response to 
Questions

• Confirmation of positive patient identification
• Ensures correct patient is phlebotomized

• Ensures patient’s blood samples are labeled correctly

• Ensures identifying information on the Typenex 
armband matches the samples and hospital 
information

Why does OBI require witness initials on patient samples?



Education – Acute Hemolytic Transfusion Reaction 
(AHTR)

• Immune-mediated: caused by preformed alloantibodies interacting with RBC antigens

• i.e. transfusion of incompatible blood

• Usually due to misidentification of the recipient or a specimen

• Most severe are due to ABO mismatch, especially A RBCs transfused to an O recipient

• Nonimmune-mediated:

• Improper temperature: during shipping or storage, blood warmers, hot water baths

• Mechanical: rapid-pressure infuser, too small bore size of needle

• Osmotic: incomplete deglycerolization of frozen RBCs, infusion with hypotonic solutions or 
medications at time of transfusion

• Possible symptoms: fever, pain (abdomen, chest, flank, back), hypotension, shortness 
of breath, red/dark urine, DIC, acute renal failure



Education – Acute Hemolytic Transfusion 
Reaction (AHTR)

• Management:
• Stop transfusion and initiate transfusion workup

• Aggressive fluid replacement with 0.9% NaCl

• Diuresis to maintain kidney function

• Exchange transfusion if severe

• Prevention:
• Careful identification of recipient, blood products, and samples

• Use of only 0.9% NaCl in IV

• Maintaining appropriate product temperature

• Using appropriate equipment to administer transfusion 



Blood Drive/Blood Need

• Past Blood Drives
• Creek Nation Hospital – Met goal of 27 products collected!

• Upcoming Drives
• Mercy Rehab Oklahoma City – January 9th

• Swisher County Community & Hospital – January 12th

O NEGATIVE DONORS NEEDED! 



Thank you
The End 
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