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Objectives

• Welcome
• Updates to the Transfusion Section Website
• Response to Questions
• Education –Rh conversation continued.  
• Blood Drives/System Inventory Status



Website 

• httpsourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/

https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/
https://ourbloodinstitute.org/hospital/


Ask OBI Anything – Response to 
Questions

What is the difference between Type & Screen and Type & 
Crossmatch?  
• Both service orders include the testing of the patient’s ABO/Rh type and an antibody 

screen
• A type and crossmatch also includes the crossmatching of RBCs and a confirmation of 

the ABO/Rh type if OBI has no patient history
• A crossmatch can be added onto a type and screen if needed by ordering additional 

cross-matched RBCs
• A confirmation ABO/Rh type will be completed at this time if needed

• Difficulties with the ABO/Rh testing or a positive antibody screen will reflex additional 
testing



Ask OBI Anything – Response to 
Questions

What testing methods does OBI use?
• Tube – traditional manual method
• Gel – manual or automated (Ortho Vision)
• Solid phase – manual or automated (Immucor Echo)

• Gel has become our primary method, but all methods are used and 
acceptable

• Crossmatching may be done manually or electronically
• Only the OKC Reference Lab has automation for gel and solid phase
• You can see which method was used on the results report



Ask OBI Anything – Response to 
Questions

What testing methods does OBI use?



Education – Significance of Anti-D
• Rh status refers to the presence (Rh positive) or 

absence (Rh negative) of the D antigen

• Anti-D antibody is of IgG class→ clinically significant
• Extravascular hemolysis: opsonized RBCs are removed by 

the liver and spleen
• Severe hemolytic disease of the fetus and newborn (HDFN)

• Destruction of fetal RBCs by extravascular hemolysis
• Compensatory RBC production in liver and spleen can cause 

organomegaly and portal hypertension
• Hydrops fetalis, organ damage, death https://microbenotes.com/opsonization/



Education –Rh Type Switching
• Sensitization risk from giving Rh Positive product to Rh 

Negative patient:
• RBC: approximately 20% (older estimates significantly higher)
• Platelet dose: <5%

• Not of big concern for males and females without child-bearing 
potential

• Hemolysis (if any) will be extravascular and not acute
• Females with child-bearing potential:

• Need to balance risks and benefits (ex: saving patient’s life vs 
hypothetical future pregnancy)

• RhIG can prevent RhD sensitization if not sensitized already



Blood Drive/Blood Need
• Upcoming Blood Drives

• Swisher County Community & Hospital – Nov. 12, 2025
• Select Specialty Hospital – Nov. 20, 2025
• Tulsa Rehabilitation Hospital – Nov. 21, 2025

• O Neg RBC donors needed



Thank you
The End 
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